
NOVEMBER 2011 BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

57

The following disciplinary ac-
tions were taken by the Board 
of Regents at its June 10, 2011, 
meeting:
•	 Mark	C.	 Leeson,	MD,	 an	

orthopaedic surgeon from Akron, 
OH, was suspended from the 
College with terms and condi-
tions for reinstatement of his full 
Fellowship privileges. This action 
was taken following disciplinary 
action by the Ohio Board of Medi-
cine. The Ohio Board placed his 
medical license on probation for 
five years with terms and condi-
tions following an admission by 
Dr. Leeson that he is chemically 
dependent and that he had inap-
propriately obtained Vicodin for 
his own use.
•	 Darshan	 R.	 Shah,	MD,	 a	

general surgeon from Bakersfield, 
CA, had his ACS Fellowship 
placed on probation with terms 

Disciplinary actions taken
and conditions for reinstatement 
of his full Fellowship privileges. 
This action was taken following 
disciplinary action by the Cali-
fornia Medical Board. Dr. Shah’s 
medical license in that state was 
placed on probation for five years 
with terms and conditions follow-
ing allegations that he had sexual 
relations with a patient.

Definition of terms
Following are the disciplinary 

actions that may be imposed for 
violations of the principles of the 
College.

Admonition: A written notifica-
tion, warning, or serious rebuke.

Censure: A written judgment, 
condemning the Fellow or mem-
ber’s actions as wrong. This is a 
firm reprimand.

Probation: A punitive action 
for a stated period of time, dur-

ing which the member (a) loses 
the rights to hold office and to 
participate as a leader in College 
programs; (b) retains other privi-
leges and obligations of member-
ship; (c) will be reconsidered by 
the Central Judiciary Committee 
periodically and at the end of the 
stated term.

Suspension: A severe punitive 
action for a period of time, dur-
ing which the Fellow or mem-
ber, according to the member-
ship status, (a) loses the rights 
to attend and vote at College 
meetings, to hold office, and to 
participate as a leader, speaker, 
or panelist in College programs; 
(b) is subject to the removal of 
the member’s name from the 
public listing and mailing list of 
the College; (c) surrenders his or 
her Fellowship certificate to the 
College, and no longer explicitly 
or implicitly claims to be a Fel-
low of the American College of 
Surgeons; (d) pays the visitor’s 
registration fee when attending 
College programs; (e) is not 
subject to the payment of an-
nual dues. When the suspension 
is lifted, the Fellow or member 
is returned to full privileges and 
obligations of fellowship.

Expulsion: The certificate of Fel-
lowship and all other indicia of 
Fellowship or membership previ-
ously issued by the College must 
be forthwith returned to the Col-
lege. The surgeon thereafter shall 
not explicitly or implicitly claim 
to be a Fellow or member of the 
American College of Surgeons and 
may not participate as a leader, 
speaker, or panelist in College 
programs.

	 	

	 	 	

	

 


